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Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Fry Building 

2 Marsham Street 

London 

SW1P 4DF
22 June 2017

Dear Sajid

I am writing to you in light of the terrible fire at Grenfell Tower last week. It is difficult to comprehend how a fire which has resulted in such loss of life and devastation has happened in 21st Century Britain. Moreover, this tragedy has raised a number of questions about fire safety in tower blocks in other parts of the country. It is crucial that everything possible should be done to address the concerns of tenants who live in tower blocks and ensure their safety.

I have written to Wolverhampton City Council and Wolverhampton Homes (the arm’s length management organisation that manages social housing in Wolverhampton, and is responsible for the maintenance of all council-owned tower blocks).
Thankfully it appears that all cladding used on council-owned tower blocks in Wolverhampton is fully fire-retardant and meets the required standards. However, Wolverhampton Homes has undertaken further tests on site to ensure the cladding was installed correctly. The Council is also attempting to contact private landlords who own tower blocks in the city to ensure that they are taking similar steps. 
Wolverhampton Homes has confirmed to me that none of the tower blocks have sprinklers installed except within high risk areas, such as ground floor bin chute rooms and concierge offices. It has also confirmed that at present fire alarms are not routinely installed in communal areas. Wolverhampton Homes has indicated that it would welcome a government review about the guidance for fire alarms and other safety measures in the light of any recommendations from the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry.

I know that many questions will be addressed by the Public Inquiry but I hope you will agree with me that some questions cannot wait. Can you confirm to me that the government will:

· Press for the earliest possible clarification into the reasons for the scale, intensity and spread of the Grenfell fire?

· Mandate that sprinklers are installed inside tower blocks including in privately-owned tower blocks?

· Provide, in the case of social housing, the necessary financial support to local authorities and housing associations in order to do so?

· Publish new advice and regulations about mandatory fire alarms in communal areas and make funding available to ensure they can be installed?
· Seek urgent clarification from fire brigades around the country about the suitability of the ‘stay put’ policy and whether it is still the best advice in light of what happened?

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,
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