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Cllr Roger Lawrence
Leader of Wolverhampton City Council

Civic Centre

St. Peter's Square 

Wolverhampton
WV1 1SH
19 June 2017

Dear Roger

I am writing to you in light of the terrible fire at Grenfell Tower last week. It is difficult to comprehend how a fire which has resulted in such loss of life and devastation has happened in 21st Century Britain. Moreover, this tragedy has raised a number of questions about fire safety in tower blocks in other parts of the country. It is crucial that everything possible should be done to address the concerns of tenants who live in tower blocks and ensure their safety.

I wanted to thank you for the steps that you have taken so far, including having emergency discussions last week with West Midlands Fire Brigade and Wolverhampton Homes to discuss what can be done to ensure that Wolverhampton’s tower blocks are as safe as possible.

I know that Wolverhampton Homes are currently investigating whether any tower block in Wolverhampton under their management has cladding similar to that used in Grenfell Tower. I want to commend them for the speed with which they have started this investigation. 

I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions:

1. How many high-rise residential buildings are there in Wolverhampton? Including ones not run by Wolverhampton Homes. Are there any currently any managed by TMOs? 

2. Will the fire safety measures for each of these high-rise buildings now be reviewed in light of the Grenfell Tower fire? 

3. Are fire alarms routinely installed in every flat and in the communal areas of tower blocks? And if so are these fire alarms subject to regular testing? What assessment has been made of installing fire alarms to communal areas if this is not already standard practice? 
4. How many high rises in Wolverhampton currently have sprinklers installed? Does the Council support the mandatory retrofitting of sprinkler systems in tower blocks which do not currently have them? Has the Council or Wolverhampton Homes made an estimate of the cost of doing so? Is there any funding available from central government for this?
5. Has the Council received updated advice from West Midlands Fire Brigade about the ‘stay put’ guidance given to people in the event of a fire in a tower block? Is that guidance being reviewed in light of the terrible events at Grenfell tower?

6. Are regular fire drills conducted in tower blocks in Wolverhampton? If not, is their introduction currently being considered?

7. Has the Council been in correspondence with the private owners of Victoria Halls in my constituency to establish whether they are undertaking their own safety checks?

I would also like to offer any assistance that I can to the Council and Wolverhampton Homes, such as raising matters with Ministers. I will be calling on the government to provide the money necessary to install sprinklers and fund any necessary alterations to the fabric of tower blocks. If there is anything else I can do to assist please let me know. 

Yours sincerely,
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Emma Reynolds MP

CC: Cllr Peter Bilson, Keith Ireland, Lesley Roberts, Rt Hon Pat McFadden MP, Eleanor Smith MP
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